


HISTORY

IN 1905, THE EVIAN MINERAL WATER COMPANY 

COMMISSIONED THE CONSTRUCTION OF A LUX-

URY HOTEL. A NAME WAS NEEDED THAT WOULD 

REFLECT THE PRESTIGE OF ITS FUTURE GUESTS 

INCLUDING KING EDWARD VII OF ENGLAND WHO 

HAD PROMISED TO BE ONE OF THE FIRST TO STAY 

AT THE NEW HOTEL. AS SO IT WAS THAT THE ROYAL 

HÔTEL OPENED ON 16TH JUNE 1909. THE KING DIED IN 

1910 WITHOUT EVER HAVING VISITED THE SUITE SET 

ASIDE FOR HIM. THE NAME “ROYAL” REMAINED.

Designed by the architect Jean-Al-
bert Hébrard, who was also project 
manager at the Casino and at the 
former pump room at the Cachat 
spring, the Hotel Royal is like a huge 
white steam ship anchored in the 
hills of Lake Geneva. Its silhouette 
can be likened to a fan, a feature that 
enables it to blend perfectly into its 
setting at the heart of magnificent 
47-acre grounds.

Its clean lines blend Art Nouveau 
and Art Deco styles. The vaults and 
rotunda of the communal areas are 
brightened with rustic frescos in 
water colours by Gustave Jaulmes. 
This large ship is inspired by Baroque 
traditions evident in the vaulted 
ceilings, domes and rotundas. 
Semicircular balconies and detailed 
framework by workers from Tyrol 
contrast with the simplicity of the 
façade. Splendour and abundance 
are the golden rules of this edifice.

While it remained open for its regular 
clientele during World War I, times 
were difficult for the Royal. During 
World War II, it was transformed into 
a resthome for Italian and German 
officers and later for convalescing 
Americans. What remains a surprise, 
considering this troubled era, is the 
inventory list put together by Ger-
man and allied forces which enabled 
the hotel’s furniture to remain intact 
at the end of the conflict.

Deceased in 1910, the British sov-
ereign never had a chance to visit 
it. But members of the aristocracy 
were to follow. Having grown up not 
far from here, in the chateau built by 
her father, the Prince of Brancovan, 
Anna de Noailles met Marcel Proust 
here, who wrote several chapters 
of In Search of Lost Time within its 
walls. 

The Royal *****



KEY DATES OF  
THE HOTEL ROYAL

1905
The Evian Mineral Water 
Company commissioned the 
construction of the hotel

1906-1908
Construction of the hotel by 
Jean-Albert Hébrard

1909
June 16th, opening of the Hotel 
Royal

1958
Fire in the night of 12 to 13 
August in the presence of 
Ludmilla Tcherina and Eroll Flynn

1982
Inauguration of the Hotel 
Royal’s spa, the Better Living 
Institute

2003
Hosting of the G8 summit, 
under the French presidency 
of Jacques Chirac

July 2015
Re-opening of the Hôtel Royal 
after extensive renovation.

The Sultan of Zanzibar met the 
Maharaja of Kapurthala and Queen 
Amélie of Portugal. The Shah of 
Persia visited before King Faisal I, 
Sovereign of Iraq. It was the garden 
of global powers, almost a court. 

In 1925 Sacha Guitry conducted 
his affair with Yvonne Printemps 
here; eight years later, he returned 
with Jacqueline Delubac. The most 
prominent personalities of their era 
forged a legend of an enchanting 

holiday spot; History was a guest. 
In 1949, the “divine” Greta Garbo 
arrived from Hollywood. Maurice 
Chevalier came from Cannes: “It’s 
fun here!” A great lover of the place, 
the Aga Khan reserved an honor-
ary apartment. July 1956 saw Mr 
100,000 Volts, Gilbert Bécaud. Two 
years later, François Mitterand, then 
a young minister, signed the guest-
book; in August 1958, Errol Flynn 
and Ludmila Tcherina witnessed the 
fire that ravaged the upper floors.

For almost a century, many interna-
tional encounters have taken place 
in this setting conducive to entente, 
and the leading heads of state and 
government from around the world 
have stayed here. In June 2003, 
the year of the French presidency, 
Evian hosted the G8 summit, and the 
heads of delegation were greeted 
by Jacques Chirac on the terrace 
of the Hôtel Royal where they were 
staying.
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ENTRUSTED TO INTERIOR DESIGNER FRANÇOIS  

CHAMPSAUR, AND HEAD ARCHITECT OF HISTORIC 

MONUMENTS, FRANÇOIS CHATILLON, THE RENOVATION 

OF THE HÔTEL ROYAL WAS A LARGE-SCALE PROJECT. WHILE 

RESPECTING THE ORIGINAL DESIGN, THIS CENTENNIAL HOTEL 

WAS RESTORED TO ITS FORMER RADIANT GLORY.

LARGE-SCALE 

 RENOVATION

Combining historic heritage with the 
latest trends in contemporary design, 
the ground floor areas have been 
restyled in elegant harmony. From 
the evening bar to the great lounge, 
the wine cellar to the library, Gustave 
Louis Jaulmes’s neo-Baroque frescos 
that grace the building’s vaults and 
domes have regained their former 
luster. A member of the Leading 
Hotels of the world, its 150 rooms 
and suites have been refurbished 
and modernised. The delicate patina 
on the period furniture in precious 
woods –  mahogany, rosewood, 
Ceylon lemonwood  – specially 
designed for their original setting, 
has been restored. On the sixth floor, 
hitherto intended for meetings and 
conferences, 7 luxurious private 
suites have been created, with views 
of the lake and Alps that reach new 
heights. On the garden level, a new 
conference centre has been opened. 
In the Les Fresques restaurant, the 
gentle lines of the blue and green 
velvet armchairs and the lighting 
from the brass chandeliers enhance 
the curved strokes of the frescos, 
offering a new interpretation of the 
place’s magic.

A FEW FIGURES ABOUT  
THE RENOVATION

1 500 graphic and  
photographic works of art

400 black & white photos 
from renowned  
photographers  
(Arnold Newman or  
Eamonn McCabe)

4 000 m2 of carpet 

3 400 m2 of marble

82 000 tiles

118 rooms & 
25 Junior Suites and Suites,
7 new Exclusive Suites 
on the 6th floor
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RESTAURANTS 

& BARS
Les Fresques
Les Fresques restaurant in Evian is 
the Evian Resort’s high-end restau-
rant, offering a stylish, contempo-
rary setting. Chef Patrice Vander 
and his team serve creative, stylish 
cuisine made using outstanding 
ingredients. 

The menu is graced by a number 
of classic dishes such as wild sea 
bream marinated with mango, 
wakame and Oscietra caviar or 
Bresse chicken breast studded with 
foie gras, with fines herbes and yel-
low wine. “Collection dishes” to be 
sampled include crayfish from Lake 
Geneva, in a “royale de foie gras”, 
froth perfumed with saffron from 
Marin, or Arctic char from the lake, 
cooked “meunière” and served with 
Sault spelt wheat, in the style of a 
risotto.

There is a vast array of delicious 
desserts to taste, created by Head 
Pâtissier Stéphane Arrête and his 
team. Among them, the must-try 
“R”, a dark chocolate gourmet 
surprise with a different center 
depending on the season. 

La Véranda
La Veranda serves generous inter-
national cuisine. A culinary journey 
around the world, in a relaxed 
atmosphere under a ceiling by 
Marco del Re.

Le Bar
Le Bar is the place to be at the Hôtel 
Royal. The designer chandelier 
which hangs down over the mar-
ble bar, the real centrepiece of the 
venue, brings a decidely chic and 
timeless atmosphere to a place that 
should not be missed.

L’Oliveraie
In summer, L’Oliveraie takes over 
from La Véranda. Under the cen-
tennial olive trees, lunches are taken 
near the pool, with a laid-back hol-
iday feel to them. The restaurant 
serves Mediterranean-style cuisine 
including grilled meats, brochettes 
and a selection of salads.
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FOR A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE, THE SPA EVIAN SOURCE® OFFERS 

SERENITY AND WELL-BEING IN A PLACE THAT IS SOOTHING AND 

DEEPLY ENERGISING, A PLACE OF LASTING REVITALISATION FOR 

BODY AND MIND.

Luxury Caviar Signature Ritual:
• La Prairie Ultimate Lifting Caviar Facial (80 min)

• La Prairie Royal Caviar Body Treatment (90 min)

• Kérastase Sublime Caviar Hair Treatment (90 min)

• A glass of champagne with caviar canapés
• A complimentary box of mini caviar creams

THE SPA EVIAN SOURCE, 
AT THE SOURCE OF WELL-BEING

A FEW FIGURES

1 200 m2 dedicated to 
well-being

24 treatment rooms

9 a.m. - 7.30 p.m.
open 7 days a week

1 “Aga Khan” relaxation room

2 pools (indoor and outdoor, 
jacuzzis)

1 hair salon

1 steam room, sauna and cold 
pool

1 outdoor hydro-contact trail

1 aquagym pool

1 exercise studio, weight- 
training and cardio-training 
room 

In the heart of the Alps, at the source of evian® water, the spa’s therapists, 
possessed by the exceptional energy that flows through this unique place, 
naturally found inspiration in ancient rituals which they have enriched with 
their experience and passion, to help the body regenerate itself, using 
secrets and rituals of health and youthfulness from all over the world.

The Spa Evian Source® acts on balance and beauty via 4 main treatment 
areas that offer moments of intense tranquillity for body and mind for lasting 
revitalisation:

• Re-energy - treatments to revive positive energy
• Relaxation - treatments to release built-up tension
• Facial revelation - rituals that reveal a radiant, bright and fresh complexion
• Body revelation - for a toned, hydrated and restructured body

The Spa Evian Source® offers a selection of exclusive rituals using products 
by La Prairie and Comfort Zone. 

The Royal *****



A PLACE TOTALLY DEDICATED 

TO CHILDREN’S HAPPINESS 

AND FULFILMENT WHERE 

THEY CAN ENJOY ACTIVITIES 

THEY CHOOSE WITH SPECIFIC 

FACILITIES SUITED TO EACH AGE 

GROUP.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, 9 A.M. TO 6 P.M.

KID’S
RESORT

They play, discover, create, explore, 
experiment and take home lasting 
childhood holiday memories. This is 
what the Kid’s Resort offers children 
aged 4 months to 16 years, as they 
are cared for by a team of qualified 
and experienced activity leaders, 
who guide them in their choices and 
provide supervision in accordance 
with an educational project updated 
each year.

Over 1,000 m2 facilities with 5 different 
areas designed to cater to children 
based on their age and needs. They 
can have fun indoors at the covered, 
supervised pool and paddling pool 
while a vast safe, outdoor play area 
awaits them when the weather is fine. 
The club also features nap rooms, 
areas specifically for arts & crafts and 
cooking, a common room and dress-
ing-up room. A large stage hosts the 
shows put on by children of all ages.

Baby Resort – 4 to 36 months
A cocoon of well-being for gentle 
early learning. Run by childcare pro-
fessionals, the baby area is a cosy 
place entirely adapted to babies’ 
needs. A programme of activities, 
specially designed for early learning 
and adapted to their daily routine, 
guides their day, gently developing 
their independence. 

Kid’s Resort – 6 to 9 years
Our qualified staff invite your chil-
dren to progress, calmly and at their 
own pace, offering a wide range of 
activities suited to their ages and 
tastes.  They share new experiences 
with friends, learning and express-
ing their creativity, take part in 
sports challenges where adrenaline 
and team spirit are the name of the 
game. 

Kid’s Resort – 3 to 5 years
Your children will enjoy being enter-
tained and can choose the activities 
they want to do, under the watchful 
eyes of our qualified staff. They 
indulge in new experiences, express 
their creativity and blossom.

Kid’s Resort – 10 to 12 years
Under the supervision of their own 
special activity leader, 10 to 12-year-
olds select their activities from those 
on offer at the Kid’s Resort or Teen’s 
Resort. 

Teen’s Resort – 13 to 15 years
A fully-equipped teens club for 13 
to 15 year-olds set in a trendy, com-
fortable loft space. It is THE place 
for youngsters to get together for 
a game of billiards or table football, 
or to chat with music in the back-
ground. Teenagers are supervised 
by a dynamic team of professional 
staff and can also participate in a 
wide range of activities à la carte. 
Sport, arts and crafts, tournaments, 
music, theme evenings, karaoke and 
themed days or half days out (addi-
tional charge applies): laser games, 
go-karting, golf, bowling, rafting, 
sailing, kayaking and more.

Activities



THE EVIAN RESORT IS THE CENTRAL POINT FOR 

MANY LEISURE ACTIVITIES THAT MARK THE 

CHANGING OF SEASONS.

SPORTS & 
CULTURE

Just 45 minutes from the nearest ski resorts in the 
Portes du Soleil (the largest ski area in Europe), in winter 
the Evian Resort enjoys access to some of the most 
beautiful ski resorts in the Alps. All year round, the wide 
choice of mountain pursuits ranges from rambling up to 
Mont Bénand to competitive running, via ferrata, hiking 
and mountaineering. 

A few hundred metres below can be found the unmiss-
able magic created by Lake Geneva, its enchanting 
Riviera atmosphere, a blend of yachting, just taking it 
easy and a feel of being by the sea. Rowing, sailing or 
water skiing, why choose? 

Another local treasure is the rich 
cultural offering: exhibitions at the 
Palais Lumière, Lausanne and a host 
of boat excursions, the Montreux 
Jazz Festival, Chillon Castle and the 
Gianadda Foundation in Martigny.

Activities



WHAT’S ON

2016

PRACTICAL
INFORMATION

Geographical location
360 miles from Paris, 

118 miles from Lyon 
and 25 miles from Geneva, 

Evian-les-Bains is a spa town 
built on the mountainside.

Perched at an altitude of 
497 metres, in the heart of 

47-acre grounds, the Evian Resort
overlooks Lake Geneva. 

It dominates the town, 
looking towards the Alpine range 

and faces the Swiss city of Lausanne 
on the other side of the lake.

2 to 9 July
Rencontres Musicales d’Evian

21 to 24 July
Evian Resort Infiniti Pro-Am

15 to 18 September
The Evian Championship

23 & 24 September
Haribo Kid’s Cup Final




